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THE 


REHEARSAL 


i. It woud feem as if Perfowal Prejudices were the Caufe of the Difcontent of 


our Diffenters. 


2, The Visdicator Commends our firft Reforming Bé/bops. 
3. But turns this with Greater Vehemence again{t Epijcopacy. 
4. The Moderation of the Diffenters in this Point. 7 
5. They Blame the Moderation of their Minifters at the Savoy-Conference: 
6. They are now againft-even a Moderate Epifcopacy, or any Complyance, 
7. And fet up for the Height of Presbytery, as in Scotland, 
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of the Presbyterians in 
Scotland, and of our 
Diffenters here againit Epifcopacy, is not fo 
much the Thizg, as a Perfonal Prejudice they 
have Contracted againft our Bifhops, For 
1 have obferv’d that this is the moft Part 
of their Difcourfe among the Common Peo- 
ple, and of the Books which they throw 
among them, to tell vile and Scandalous 
Stories of the Bifhops and Clergy, to Provoke 
and Enrage the People againit them. . The 
Cobler of Gloucefter, Printed in the late times, 
was Read and Believed’ by many a poor 
Country-man, and that, with other fuch 
like Lsbels, helpt very much towards the 
overthrow of Epifcopacy at that time. And 
the like Method has been taken fince, The 
Multitude of Scurrilous and Nafty Pamphlets, 
with Obfervators, Reviews, and Reft of the 
Scandalous Clubb, have all gon on in the fame 
Track, to Afperfe and Blacken our Bifhops 
and Clergy, to Render them moft Odious 
tothe People. But they Meddle not with the 
Argument of Epifcopacy. By which it wou'd 
feem, That their Prejudices were Perfonal, 
and not upon. Principle. And fo we hope 
they may be the eafier Reclaim’d. 


(t.) eee Suppofe the Averfion 


( 2.) Rebearfal. It is a ftrange Spirit vi.at 
Poflefles thefe men ! Now in the Times of 
Healing and Union, inftead of {peaking o- 
derate things, and propofing their Scruples 


ina Fair and Modef# Manner, they Harden 


themfelves more and more, and give us ftill 
lefs Hopes of their Ever becomming, One 
with Us. Their Vindicator whom we are 
now upony in his Short View, p. 20. Speak- 
ing of our firft Reforming Bifhops,: fays, 
Bifhops in thofe days, tho’. Prelates, vefted 
mith Civil Power, wearing the Habits, and 
every way prattifing their Chnrch-Power as 


now, yet were Holy and Worthy Chriftians, and 
of the fame Cla/s with Cranmer, Ridly, 
Latimer, Farrar, and Bleffed Hooper, who ak 
of them Sealed the Reformed Religion with their 
Blood, and durft pafs to the Stake and the Flames 
in Maintaining the true Proteftant Faith, againft 
that Roman Anti-Chrift. 

Country-m. This Confirms what I fay ; 
furely then their Prejudices now are only 
Perfonal. And if they had fuch Blefled Bi- 
fhopsas they here fpeak of, tho Wearing the 
Habits, and velted with Civil power, they 
wou'd Chearfully Joyn with them. 


(3.) Rehear}. You have Reafon to think 
fo, Conntry-man. Who woud not think fo? 
Who that had the leaft Afoderation or Chri- 
ftian Temper in him, wou’d, for a Habit or a 
Ceremony, part with fuch Holy. Sifhops, and 
Raife a Schifm againft them ? But as I told 
you from the Beginning, it is not Habits or 
Ceremonies are the Matter, the Spirit of Diffen- 
ting has Rais'd up thefe men to the Utter 
overthrow of Epi/copacy, the Primitive and 
Apoftolical Government of the Church, And 
they can be Content with Nothing Lefs. 

This fame Vindicator gives this High 
Elogium to our firf Reforming Bifbops, not 
to Reconcile Men the more to £ps/copacy, 
fuppofing we cou’d have fuch Bifhops (as 
you or any Man wou’d take. the meaning 
to be) bue Quite on the Contrary, it was 
brought in to Exprefs the Greater Jndig- 
nation again{t Epifcopacy; That it was not 
to be Endur’d, seven tho’ in-the Hands of 
the moft Pious, Holy, and even Martyrs of 
Chrift! For fo the Vindicater explaias him- 
felf in the very .next words, and. fays, 
Let no Man fufpett me’ here of favouring 
Epifeopacy ; for tho’ of late Years, fome of the 
Men: have been a Scandal to the Office, yet 
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and CRANMERS, 1 cou’d not agree to their 
Chueca Government. 


(4.) Country’m. Nay, then, all Hopes of 
Peace with thefe Men is vanifhed! They 
declare that they muft Ever Battle Fpifco- 
pacy. And 1 hope we fhall Ever Defend 
it. 

But what is the meaning then of all 
their violent Cry for Joderation? What 
Moderation is it they wou’d have had our 
‘Bifops put on? Was it to give up Epif- 
copacy intirely, to make Root and Branch 
work with it, and to Un-Bifhop themfelves ? 
If this was it, they had been Honefter if 
they had fo faid, and then it wou’d Clear- 
iy have Appear’d on which fide Moderation 
did lie! 

But I fuppofe they were for a Moderate 
Epifcopacy, fuch as I hawe heard the Pres- 
byterian Minifters at the Savoy Conference 
foon after the Refforation 1660, offer’d to 
Confent to, and fo to be Call’d a Superin- 
tendency inftead of Epifcopacy. 


(5.) Rehearf: No. That will not do nei- 
ther. The Vindicator owns p. 13. That 
they offer’d to fubmit to a Superintendency, or 
call it what you will, a Moderate Epifcopacy. 
But he fays, They went farther (in that) 
thax any Body of the Diffenters in EN- 
GLAND wow d go now, and farther thaw they 
thensfelves woud ever after bave gon again. 
And p. 25. he fays, That fame of the Dif- 
fenting Minifters at the Conference at the Savoy, 
aed before at Breda, milling if poffible, to 
avoid a Breach, and. keep the Office of their 
Minifiry, did offer to fubmit to a Moderate 
Epifcopasy, or as the. King himfelf call’d it, 
own'd the Efferce of Epifcopacy: Upon which 
he Comments thus, LU grant that the Lati- 
tude of fome of their Principles, and the par- 
ticular extenfive Charity eof others, and the 
Cir cumptances of the whale at that time, earry’d 
thens farther than wou'd compift with the Pres- 
byterian Party, now Infifted on by. both Churches. 
And adds, That they went farther than them- 
felves, when they. faw farther into it, woud af- 
terwards Agree to, and a great deal more than 


others of their Brethren, even at that time,\ 


trond Comply with. 


(6.) And to fave the prefent Englifh 
Diffenters from the Scandal of the Modera- 
tion, Latitude, and extenfive Charity of thefe 
their Predeflors, he go’s on p. 26. and fays, 
But I make no queftion to prove here, that 
ther can be no Fuft Argument drawn from 
hence, ta prove that the Diffenters now in 
ENGLAND, fhould:be Charged: with the fame 
Complyance, or Diftrufted: on. the Account of 
what then paft —— Bue on the Contrary, that 
there are very good Demonftrations to prove that 
they would. by. no means Co with. any. fuch 
thing ; And thar the Diffewing in ENGLAND 
ana in SCOTLAND is on the fame Founda- 
tiow with one another, and'no other. 





(7.) Country m. Hete’s fine Work indeed!. 
Here is Afoderation for you, Peace and 
Union! For which this Vindicator has been 
Rending his Throat thefe feveral Year. 
paft! And now we fee to what End ang 
Purpofe! When the violent Rabbling of 
the Epifcopal Clergy im Scotland, at the be 
ginning of the Kevolution, and their Perf. 
cution fince with their Denial of Tolerarin, 
&c. has been Objected; the Anfwer was’ 
What have we to do with Scotland? The 
Presbyterians there are more Furious and of 
lefs Moderate Principles than the Peaceable 
Diffenters in England. But now Behold, the 
Two Sticks are made One! Now they are 
Both upon the fame Foundation with one any. 
other, and no other. Upon the fame Foxy. 
dation of Abjuring Prelacy, and Rooting it 
eut of the three Kingdoms, as they did 
before! Now the Englih Diffénters Defpife 
any Compliance as much as the Scots! 

Rehear{. The Confederat Armies are Join'd, 
and now they fpeak out! 

But the Britifh Parliament will Judge of 
thefe things. 


ADVERTISEMENTS, 


He Prefent State of the Court of Rome: Or the 
Livesof the Prefent Pope Clement XI. and of 
the prefent College of Cardinals. Written Original. 
ly in Italian, by a Gentleman belonging to the Court 
of Rome, and newly Tranflated into Englifh from the 
Yralian Manufcript, never as yet made Publick. With 
a Preface by the Publifher, containing fome few Re- 
marks on the Rife and Nature of the College of Car- 
dinals, on the Maxims of their Government, and 2 
fhert Account of the prefent Pope’s Elevation to the 
Papacy, and of the moft remarkable Occurrences in 
his Pentificate. 
Emoirs of the Affairs of Scotland, cone 
taining a foll and Impartial Account 
of the Revolution ir that Kingdom, begun in 
1567. Faithfully Publifh’d from an Authentick 
M S. By Her Majefty’sHioriographer for the 
Kingdom of Scetland. 
Paralle} between the Faith and Doétrine 
: of the prefene Quakers, and that of the 
Chief Hereticks in all Ages of the Church. 





And alfoa Parallel betwen Quakeri/m and Popery. 
N Anfwer to fome Queries, concerning 
Schifm, Toleration, @c. In a Letter 
}to a Friénd. 
j He Bifhop of Salisbury’s proper defence, 
T from a Speech cry’d about the ftreets 
in his Name, and faid to have been fpoken 
by him in the Houfe of Lords upon the Bill 
againft Occafional Conformity. 
Acrifice the Divine Service, from the Co- 
venant of Grace, to the Confammation of 
the Myftery of Man’s Redemption. By 7. 
Scandret, Prieft of the Church of England: | 
Fo which is prefix’d a Letter to the Author, 
from the Reverend Mr. Charles Leflie, Chany 
cellor of the Cathedral of Connor, in the Kings 
dom of Ireland. 
Two Sticks made One, Or, The Devil 
upen Dun. ; 
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